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] INISTERS in all countries are 
1A very cautious, - and very care- 
leſs—In France as well as England, 
they lock up letters and ſtate papers 
in Green boxes, but ſgmetimes theſe 
boxes are not well taken care of It 
was to this caution, and this careleſs- 
neſs, that I am indebted for the diſ- 
covery of Monſieur De Sartine's poli- 
tis For, about ſix weeks ſince,; A 
brother Jacobin and myſelf, in our 
morning rounds, called at Mademoiſelle 
Du The's. Madamoiſelle's femme de 
chambre, a little arch brunette, whoſe 
eyes ſeemed to require abſolution, hav- 
ing opened the door, engaged the at- 
tention of my companion; ſo that with- 
out any enquiries from the maid, I ſlip- 

ped up ſtairs, to be of equal ſervice 2 


the miſtreſs, The toilet door being 
open, I walked in, in hopes of finding 
her there, but | foon faw my miſtake; 
for upon one of the ſophas I diſcovered 
a Chapeau de bras — fword ; which 
exciting my curioſity, I examined the 
room more cloſely, and, behind the 
veil of the glaſs, to my great delight, 
I perceived a Green box. In thort, 
Monſieur De Sartine, who had come 
late from his Majeſty, was at that mo- 
ment in Madamoiſelle Du The's arms, 
while his Green box was in mine, and 
I leave you to think which of the 
two was $8 beſt pleaſed. I imme 
diately ſnatched up this treaſure 
of ſecrecy, and, hiding it under my. 
gown, without diſturbing my. brother, 
who was occupied in devotion, L 
haſtened home to ſtudy politics. I own, 
at firſt I had ſome ſcruples about open- 
ing the box, but I reflected how much 
it was the duty of my profeſſion to 
diſcover all ſecrets; and I argued, that 
1 if 


i, MAE 
if it was profane even in kings to con 
ceal their thoughts from their confeſs 
ſors, a miniſter who locked up his ſe- 
crets muft be an enemy to religion, 
and, if not himſelf, certamly his 
Green box ſhould be put to the queſtion. 

But why reveal theſe ſecrets ? It's 
fair to diſcover, but not to diſcloſe them. 
— To this I anſwer, that the papers 
themſelves muſt' be my defence—Poſ- 
fibly, ſome critics may at firſt be in- 
clined to compare Sartine's box to Pan- 
dora's, and the editor to a ſecond Epi- 
metheus ; but they will ſoon do me the 
Juſtice to make ſome diſtinction between 
us It was not till ter he had open- 
ed his box that war and diſcord broke 
forth; but all the miſchief was done 
in France, long before J opened M. Sar- 
tines. The fable ſays, Hope alone 
reſted at the bottom: an allegory, 
very flattering to the Editor of 
the Green box. In ſhort, if theſe 
papers ſhew how little rzaſon we 

| have 


(4) 
have. to depend on the French mi- 
riſtry, or the Engliſh . oppoſition, 1 
ſtall truſt to the judgment of every 
friend of France to approve or condemn 
this publication._—-O you, my country- 
men, whom I love, and who ought to 
love me for flying my country for your 
fake, will you not at laſt think and 
act like Frenchmen of true ſpirit? 


As ſoon as the Editor had determined to publiſh theſe 
papers, he thought it adviſeable to retire to Aotiand oa 


. by Baſtille has never been a friend to the Liberty of the 
reſs. | 4 


he Editor has publiſhed the ſe- 

veral papers without any arrange- 

ment, but merely as he drew them 

out of the box; leaving it to the ſu- 

perior ſagacity of his readers to form 

ö their own opinions as they may na- 
> |  turally ariſe from reading them. 
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INSTRUCTIONS: FOR MYSELF.* 


-HENEVER His Majeſty talks to me 


low ſtate of the finances, or of ſuch things, I 
muſt expatiate on glory, the 10 oy em- 
pire, Louis le Grand, &c. 


If His Majeſty ſhould enquire for ap — 
ficulars of our loſs at Pondicherry, 1 will 

immediately recount the arms, ammunition, 
_ and warlike ſtores, ſo gloriouſſy taken at Se- 
negal. It is but a flight tranſition from Aſia 
to Africa, and His Majeſty is no pedant in 
geography. 1 

D'Ettaing's ſquadron f is in fo babe a way, 
that it is now high time for me to diſcover 
that I always have thought he would not 
ſucceed -I have looked melancholy for the 


two laſt N but this is not — IL 


muſt 


It coſt the Editor great pains to a theſe pri- 
vate e appeared by the M. S. to have 
been ſketched out at different times by M. De Sartine, 


ſometimes with a pen, and ſometimes with a pencil, 


about the diſtreſs of the people, the 


2 —̃ — — 


A I — 


„ 
muſt take a decided line I am therefore de- 
termined, at all events, the very firſt time 
the King mentions D' Eſtaing, to ſhake my - 
Bead: nay I have my doubts whether it may 
not be eligible—even to ſhrug up my ſhoulders. 


Though its very right to praiſe ſo young 
a King as ours, for his generoſity and diſin- 
tereſted love for America, yet it's not politic 
to ſay too much of this. In an abſolute mon- 
.archy it is dangerous to talk ſo warmly of the 
love of liberty; beſides it may appear a little 
inconſiſtent, for tho' we are now ſo kind to 
- America, we can't quite forget how the Eng- 
liſh differed in opinion with us about Corſicay 
and if our court is ſo liberal to Dr. Franklyn, 
does not his Britannic majeſty ſupport. poor 
Paoli? e 


I begin to think it's high time we ſhould 
furniſh His Majeſty with a miſtreſs in our 
intereſts; for, though the Queen, who is 
quite our friend, governs him pretty well at 
preſent, it cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed that 

a wife can long retain her influence. I muſt 
talk to Du The on this ſubject - ſome woman 
muſt always govern France; and whether 
Madame Maintenon was a wife, or a miſ- 
treſs, ſhe equally refuted the Salic law, 


It 


— 


thoughts from Verſailles. On every occaſion 
of bad news, it will be neceſſary to give va- 
riety to adulation. Sometimes, to preſent His 
Majeſty with an ode or two; in which he ſhall 
be ranked with the Jupiters, the Apollos, the 
Alexanders, &c,—at other times to ſurpaſs, if 


"£43 


11 will be very prudent to hire a good 
quantity of poets, painters, ſculptors, and en- 
gravers, to keep His Majeſty in good humour 
with himſelf, and chaſe away all melancholy 


poſſible, the flattering pencil of Le Brun—now 
to repreſent in allegory his protection of 
America, under the form of a fountain with 
thirteen ſpouts watering thirteen laurels—In- 
vention muſt be racked for new deſigns in 
medals; for example, His Majeſty binding 
thirteen faggots—His Majeſty a coloſſus, one 
foot at Paris, the other at Philadelphia. The 
misfortune is, it will be almoſt impoſſible to 
invent novelties: for, while Louis the XIV. was 
at war with the Hollanders, he had almolt as 
many medals in honour of his love cf liberty, 
as he ſuffered defeats for actually combating 
againſt it. However, if medals can't be ma- 
naged well, we may try what tapeſtry can do. 
Colbert was a cunning Scot, and certainly 
founded the Gobelins, as a new reſource for 
flattery. We mult improve on this ſyſtem, 
and new hang the Louvre with worſted laurels 
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11 
over the thirteen American ſtripes inter- 
ſperſed with fleur de lys. 


Neckar either has a little too much con- 
ſcience, or he deceives prople very artfully; 
for he refuſes any ſalary for his office; yet, 
if he has no douceurs, no bribes, no con- 
tracts, how very talſe the old proverb is, 


point d argent point de Suiffe ! 


LoxD0:- 


(-212+) 


Loxpox, 25th Fanuary, 1779. 


T O 
MONSIEUR DE SARTINE, ce 


4 
SIR, 


HAD the honour to receive your com- 


mands, conveyed in the moſt obliging 


manner, by your ſecretary, The connections 
which ſome year's reſidence here has enabled 
me to form, aſſiſted by the introductions you 
have ſo judiciouſly pointed out, may give me 
ſome few occaſions of making diſcoveries, 
not wholly unworthy your attention. But I 
muſt own, I fear theſe will be but few; were 
I employed in this kind of ſecret embaſſy, by 
almoſt any one but Monſicur de Sartine, I 
might, perhaps, magnify trifles, and repeat 
trite details, with an officiouſneſs and my- 
ſtery ſufficient to promote my own intereſt. 
But, when I write to you, what event can 
I communicate, which your wiſdom will 
not have foreſeen? What opinions can I 
ſuggeſt, that can be new to your underſtand- 
ing? This difficulty would be great in any 


country: 
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country: in England it has double force— 
alas! in theſe times, a ſpy's office here is 
almoſt a finecure: a dozen news-papers in 
the morning, and as many freſh ones every 
evening, rob us of all our buſineſs : a ſecret 
even in private affairs is a prodigy in London; 
but as to public matters, it is the pa- 
triot's boaſt, that a free conſtitution abhors 
ſecrecy : and ſo indeed it ſeems; for, not 
only the minuteſt accounts of the army, the 
navy, and the taxes, but the miniſter's let- 
ters, official inſtructions, and in ſhort, every 
paper, the diſcloſure of which may ſerve op- 
. and tend to prejudice the miniſters 

y a premature diſcovery of their plans, are 
perpetually called for, and muſt lie on the 
tables of Parliament; where, as ſoon as they 
are once brought, their contents one way 
or other get into print; conſequently, a few 
days after they are publiſhed, the French 
miniſters are not only as much in pofſeſſion of 
them as the Engliſh, but ſtudy them far more 
attentively, and to ten times more advantage 
than rey do who. called for their diſcloſure in 
England—AlI this is bad encouragement to a 
ſpy at London. News- papers, pamphlets, par- 
liamentary de bates, remembrancers, and all the 
infinite variety of periodical libels, under the 
conduct of our good friend Mr. Almon, leave but 
a ſcanty and beaten field of politics for pri- 


vate 
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vate diſcovery. To be of any real uſe, I muſt 


limit my reſearches to the ſecret motives, and 
concealed intereſts of the contending factions. 
The Engliſh themſelves publiſh the text of 


politics muſt write the comment. En- 


gaged as we are in a war, which the ſpeeches, 


writings, predictions, and menaces of the 


oppoſition in England have led us to attempt, 


it will be of moſt conſequence to penetrate 
their intentions, to trace their true deſigns, 
and, in ſhort, to be a ſpy on their hearts e 
a ſtudy to which a diſbanded jeſuit has, per- 
haps, the beſt key, by conſulting his own. 


IJ am invited to dine with Lord Shelburne 


in a few days; after which I ſhall ſeize the 
firſt occaſion to tranſmit my next diſpatches; 


happy to give every teſtimony of my perfect 


reſpect and attachment to Mr. de Sartine. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your moſt obliged, 
Moſt obedient, and 
Devoted faithful ſervant, 
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1 Hotel de Lautrac, 
[Private] 24th Nov. 1778. 


My DEAR SARTINE, 


1 ENCLOSE you Gerard's private account 
of his firſt audience with Congreſs. He 
ſeems diſguſted enough with theſe vermin, 


as he calls them. I think it will make you 


laugh. 


Ever your's, 


GRAVIER DE VERGENNES. 


(INCLOSED) 
Philadelphia, Aug. 21, 1778. 


My DEaRr SIR, 
Y OU will find by my diſpatches, that 


I have taken care to magnify my 
firſt audience, in order to reconcile bis Ma- 


jeſty's mind to his new allies: but, writing 


to you, I mult forget the miniſter, and laugh 


at this ſtrange embaſſy. My ſecretary and 1 
| Ss were 


OI : —r—i«aw6œ ̈ —— — yn 


| 


(326-3; 


were ſo diverted at the mock politeneſs of 


theſe vermin, the dirty rebels, that we have 


made out the account current: here it i ' 


Moſt faithfully yours, 
CONRADE ALEX. GERARD. 


ACCOUNT OF COMPLIMENTS/ 


BETWEEN 


CONGRESS anp 


GERARD, 


CR. Per Contra. DR. 


To a coach and fix ſent by | 


Congreſs) to take me to 
the audience) incloſing 
two delegates. 

Item, to the Preſident and 
Congreſs all getting up 
on my going in. 

Item, their liſtening to my 

French and getting it 
tranſlated. 


Item, to the Preſident's 


ſpeech and fine bow at 
the end of it. | 
Item, to 27 bad bows at 
ſundry times, from ſaid 


Preſident and ſaid ver- 


min. | 
Item, to their giving me 
an arm chair oppoſite 


the Preſident. 
Item, to their being all 


drunk in honour of the 


alliance. 


My allowing one of chem 
to ſit on the ſame ſide 
with me. 7 


A bow a piece from my 
ſecretary and me. 


= liſtening, to their bad | 


ngliſh. 


Permitting my ſecretary to 


take a copy of it. 

Six from me, and 21 from 
my ſecretary, 

My conſenting to dine with 
them afterwards, 


I and my ſecretary conde- 
ſcending to be fick of 


their wine and their come. 


pany. ; 
LoxDpon, 


—— yy— ur eo 


e e 5 Lonpon, Fe. 5, 1779 
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MONSIEUR DE SARTINE, &c. 
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OU ſhou'd — heard from me before 
. now, but, as I cou'd not ſafely write 
by the poſt, I waited for this private convey - 
ance; particulary as I wiſhed to acknowledge 
in the moſt ſecure manner, your goodneſs in 


allowing me to draw for 200 Luidores par a- 


vance—A few days after 1 wrote ta, you laſt, 
I dined with Lord Shelburne. Monfr.—-— 
ſpoke of me ſo favourably to his friend Dr. 
Price, the celebrated calculator, that the Dr. 
adviſed his Lordſhip to invite me It was on 
the zoth of January, à kind of feſtival to all 
true republicans. I went with Dr. Price; 


and when we were announced, we found his 


Lordſhip in his library, with the whole Shel- 
burne party: that is to ſay, with his two 
friends Col. Barre, and Counſellor Dunning. 
— Theſe great ſtateſmen wer: rather oddly em- 
ployed—T hey were attending to Dr. Prieſtly, 


on a lecture of electricity, which I found ho]. 


ever had ſome reference to politics. At firſt 
indeed they only tried experiments of curioſity 
—one of them was ridiculous enough They 


put the Orator D on a little ſtool with 
glaſs 


E 
th 


C17 N. 


85 Elaſ legs. He is fat 4d hort; and put me 


in mind of Dr. Laſt's examination in Foot's 
Devil on Two Sticks —1 afked whether they 
put him there to harra::gue; when Lord Shel- 
burne very obligivgly directed me to put my 
finger to the orator's noſe, from which, to 
my great diſpleaſure, ſparks flew out; ſo that 
I immediately ſuſpected this machine was con- 
ſtructed to light up his countenance : but they 
told me this was only a prologue before the 
operation, which now came on; for he deſcen- 
ded from the ſtool, and they put a wire round 
his neck to paſs the electric fire thro his throat; 
for this orator is huſky, and Dr. Prieſtly, 
flatters himſelf that theſe manceuvres con- 
tinued regularly for a few years, may at laſt 
diſſolve the phlegm, and reſtore his voice— 
As ſoon as theſe philoſophical politics were 
over, Col. Barre entered into converſation 

with me—A man of abilities, but very noi- 
However, I was very happy to find he had 
a moſt extenſive acquaintance in France, and 
indeed in all quarters of the globe; tough [ 
own, when he told me he was particulary in- 
timate with you, I was rather aſtoniſhed that 
you had never given me a hint of it, *—The 


D Colonel 


(Though I have not the ſlighteſt acquaintance with tie 
Colonel, IU not Akin! It perhaps 1 may improve on 
the hint, 
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Colonel has a fine voice for the eloquence of 
oppofition—a deep baſe to expreſs the doubts 


and fears of a patriot, and the cadence of mut- 


tering. thunder to threaten a miniſter. With 
theſe two orators alone, Lord Shelburne ſhares 
his counſels and his hopes; and not injudiciouſ- 


Ty; for the one has the reputation of being the 


beſt advocate in a had cauſe; and the other is cer- 


tainly the beſt ſtory- teller in Europe. Vou ſee 


then, this party is litile expoſed to diviſion and, 


jealouſy. Indeed they are tollezably ſecure of 
unanimity; at leaſt of a s degree of it than 


any other party However, a few ſubaltern 


friends might give them more effect; for, at 
preſent, they ſeem like three admirals without 
any veſſels under their conduct; but they are 
too proud to be united to any ſet of men, mini- 
ſters or oppoſition.— His Lordſhip indeed is a 
kind of miniſter by anticipation, and his. 
time at preſent is a rehearſal of what he hopes. 
it will actually be at laſt; he practiſes the e- 
tiquette of greatneſs in his own houſe ; he. 
treats his private company as if they were at, 
his public levee ;, he addreſſes them en rou- 
tine; he proportions his ſmiles, and gives a. 
limited quantity of compliments ſuitable to. 
their different ranks; affecting to adapt him- 
felf and accommodate his converſation to the 
level of his audience. | 
As far as I can judge, he is very fond of 

| | paſſing 
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A 
paſſing for the Mæcenas of England; he would 
be thought to encourage all the fine arts; and 


ifa new kind of mouſe- trap was invented, 
he would be mortified not to be thought the 


patron of ſo uſeful an artiſt; his converſation, 


which turns moſtly on politics, is a medley 


of the ſentiments and ſayings of his two 
friends, and his two philoſophers; ſo that 
he ſeems a talking encyclopedie, where the 
different ſubjects of the compoſition are ſup- 
plied by the proper profeſſors; the art mili- 


Zaire, and knowledge of the world, by Col. 
Barre; the tricks and ſubtle diſtinctions of law 


by Mr. Denning ; philoſophy and ſcepticiſm 
by Doctor Prieſtly; and political paradoxes 


dy my friend Doctor Price. —All this cannot 

fail of making out ſomething ſtriking, tho' 
not original; we admire the picture, tho' the 
trees are done by one, the cattle by another, 


and the figures by a third, and ſoon; for the 
deſign at leaſt is great, and the combination 
of ſuch ſcattered beauties is curious and ſplen- 


did my lord himſelf ſtudies finances moſt : 


he has all kinds of liſts of all kinds of things: 
and he had the goodneſs to tell me, in confi- 
dence, that he has diſcovered ſo many thou- 


ſand freſh ſubjects for taxes, that he could 


quite charm the nation with new impoſts, if 
he was but once miniſter. So attentive is he 
to theſe calculations, that he thinks of them 

at 
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at all times and places; and he aſſured the 
Houſe of Lords, in a debate about America, 
that he rode out every day in Hyde- Park to 
aſcertain more preciſely the proportionable 
number of horſes in England, by calculating 
thoſe in Middleſex, in order to a general tax 
on ſaddles and bridles.—How far ſuch a party 
as this can ſerve the French miniſters, by at- 
tacking thole of England, | leave it to your 
ſuperior ſagacity to determine; it is to me a 
much leis doubtful point, how tar they would 
ſerve you, if they were miniſters themſelves. — 
I hope ſoon to give you ſome iketen of the 
Mole ham Party; in the mean time I re- 
main with the utmoſt Ne yours, &c. 


a 


(. #7} 
T Q 
MONSIEUR DE. SARTINE, 


| VarcaiLLEs, 22d March, 1778. 
SUNDAY Evenino. | 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


Am but juſt returned from a tedious lo- 
vee of the Queen's, where your Ame- 
rican Ambaſſadors h:d their firſt audience 
a ſincere head-ach might plead my excuſe for 
not fulfilling my promiſe of writing—But I 
know you are anxious to hear how their 
Excellencies are liked, or rather folerated— 
Confidering all then, pretty well!—But in- 
deed you muſt thank the Counteſs Jule dt 
Polignac and me for it—for it was no very 
eaſy matter to perſuade her Majeſty to en- 
dure them. The Countels and myſelf, ſtood 
very cloſe to her by way of precaution. Un- 
luckily, Madamo;ſelle Bertin had been with 


her all the morning, and you know how the 


milleners abhor an Engliſh war.—She had ri- 
diculed theſe Embaſſadors ſo humorouſly, that, 
when they made their entre, her Majeſty was 
very near laughing.—The truth is, my dear 
friend, they were villainouſly dreſſed; and I 
don't know how it happened, but none of them 
looked like gentlemen. It was all in v. in to 
tot of limplicity of manners | of greatuets of 

mund 
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mind l and contempt of forms! © Ma foi (dit 
la reine) i faut avouer ce weſt que de la ca- 
naille!'* However, I pointed to Dr. Frank- 
lin's white hat, as the emblem of innocence ; 
and the Counteſs of Polignac to his ſpecta- 
cles, (one of which was broken) as thatof œco- 
nomy. Aſſuredly, ſaid her Majeſty, this Doctor 
Franklin is bien ngulier en toutes choſe.” 
We laughed at this turn, which put her in good 
humour; and the Dake de Corgny, who was 
ſtanding by, aſſured her Majeſty that this in- 

ular Doctor, with his white hat, and brok- 
en ſpectacles, could nevertheleſs bottle light- 
ning, and uncork it as fatally as Pandora o- 
pened her box, or Ulyſſes's friends untied the 
boraccio; at which we all laughed; becauſe 
none of us underſtood it.—In ſhort, we have 
contrived pretty well for the preſent ; but do, 
my dear friend, ſend theſe barbarous Embaſ- 
ſadors ſome taylors and hair- dreſſers, and 

ray encourage his Excellency, the Doctor, to 
5 his ſpeckacles mended. Adieu, 


LAMBALLE, 


* Tt would be 8 to her Majeſty, to attempt any 
tranſlation of ſo inimitable an expreſſion, | 


TQ 


K. 23 ) 
| To | 1 20 
MONSIEUR DE SARTINE, &c. bee. 


Loxpox, Feb. 11, 1779. 


ITO | 
VERY day I arm more convinced how 
hard a taſk it is to diſcover valuable 
ſecrets. You ſeemed aware of this, when 
you pointed out people whom you thought 


could affiſt me in my embaffy. At the head 
of this liſt was Monſ. Le Teller. I had my 


firſt audience of him at his Hotel in Market 


Lane; arid this was the reſult, He aſſured 
me he ſtill loved his country, but at preſent 
this love muſt be a little ſuſpended, for he 
was now director of the opera, and had ſo- 
lemnly bound himſelf to his patrons, never to 
ſpeak or write about politics ; beſides all the 
leiſure time he had was devoted to learning 
the rudiments of the Engliſh language in the 
morning, in order to criticize the beſt and moſt 
reb6n'd works in It in the evening. I told him, 
tho' this might check our conterring in public, 
yet we might have nightly conferences. Ah 
Monſ. he cried, recollect Beaumarchais and De- 
on! If you and I were to meet in this way, it 
would renew the idea of a ſpy wedding, and one 


of 
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of us muſt forfeit the dignity of being thought 


of the male gender.—Still he aſſured me, he 
loved his country and Monf. De Sartine. 
And at laſt he hit on a method; without 
breaking his promiſe to his Patrons; tocom- 
municate ſecrets quite in a new way, more cu- 
rious than hints in hieroglypnics, or libels 
in lemon juice—and how is this? you will ſay, 
| Why, i in ſhort, merely by the faſhion of dreſ- 
ling his hair—Of 8 his hair Ves, it 
i5 ſo ; for, having fixed on our plan of ſignals; 
{ can now with the aſſiſtance of a good glaſs; 
even acroſs the opera houſe, interpret his 
thoughts on politics by the pſition and num- 
ber of his curis—for example—as ſtocks are 


likely to fall or riſe, 7hey too will mountordeſ- 


cend above or below his ear, which hence will 


become a kind of-. barometer, or graduated 


ſcale for all the variations of public gambling. 
—ſo too I ſhall ſee by their extention or con- 
traction, whether miniſters will be rigid or 


relaxed towards America; and, by augment- 


ing or diminiſhing their number, he can con- 
vey to me his opinions whether factions will 
become more or leſs numerous, which is the 
material point during the fittings of parlia- 
ment. — l wiſhed indeed that he would im- 
prove on this laſt idea, and ſet apart the diffe- 
rent ſides of his head, to expreſs his remarks on 
the oppoſite parties in politics; the right for 
the miniſtry, the left for opoſition; one ſet of 
buckles for the whigs, and the oppoſite for the 

tories; 


1 
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tories ; and ſo compare the Ayes and the Noes 
by. the different proportion of buckles on the 
oppofite ear but this he ſaid was exacting too 
much—and, even if Mrs. Hubbard could be 
reconciled to ſuch a paradox in hair dreſſing, the 
very novelty might alarm ſuſpicion and lead to 
detection however he will be very correct 
in what he does communicate, and for that 
reaſon he now calls his valet de chambre his 
ſecretary, as he is to copy out the ideas of his 
head on his hair. Thus Sir, you ſee how dif- 
ficult it is to profit even by our friends; and 
on what delicate diſtinctions my ſources of 
intelligence muſt depend: yet I ſhall avail 
myſelf as much as I can of them, in order to 
obey your commands. | 


I remain, &c. &c. 


A 


FOR 


* 


NEW PAMPHLETS, IN OUR FAVOUR; 


AND OF 


TRANSLATIONS PROM THE ENGLISH, PQUALLY $O. 


Valtaire's Portfolio, publiſhed by his exe. 
cutors.— This muſt contain a good deal 


of blaſphemy and paradox, to amuſe the 


Americans. 


La MNobleſſe Commercante—12th edition, re- 
viſed and corrected for the uſe of His Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, by Monſieur Ternay, * 
Captain of a man of war, and Monſieur 
Baumarchats. | 


The Harmony of Deſpotiſm and Anarchy ; de- 


dicated to the author of Common Senſe. 


A poem, to celebrate His Majeſty's alli- 
_ ance with the Congreſs. 5 


Free Thoughts on the Baſtille. A kind of an- 
ticipated refutation of all pamphlets againſt 
us. » Es 


A 


® Lately broke for having carried his ſyſtem a little 
too far, by freighting his frigate like a trader, 


N 
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Dialogue in the Shades, between Lally and 
D'Eftaign—1 his muſt be prepared forth- 
with, but not yet publiſhed; for D'Eſ- 
taign may yet eſcape, if Byron loves illu- 
minations. | 


Mentor and Telemachus—or | a bridle for the colt 
 —PFlattery, for old Maurepas and His 
Majcſty. 


The Colt unbridled—Pindaric Ode, dedicated 
to Lord Carliſle, embelliſhed with a head 
of the Marquis de la Fayette. 


T waſh my Hands of 1. my own defence. 


Tranſlations from the Enghſh—Burke's letter 
to the Briſtol ſheriffs—i1teral—Hartley's to 
the Hull yoters—the N a little cor- 
rected. 


The Englſhman, as " as paſſible— 
with its true title, The Frenchman—ln 
ſhort, every thing Almon has publiſhed, 
ſince the Duke of Grafton reſigned, ex- 
cept Junius, 
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MONSIEUR. DE SARTINE, &c. 
Monday Merning, Quarter paſt hoes, 


My DEAR SARTINE, 


WII am I to do about the incloſed ? 

This fellow teazes me with two or 
three letters every week—What he ſays is 
true enough, and I think we ſhould do ſome- 
thing for him, or at leaſt ſay ſo. I hope 
your head-ach is better—The dutcheſs de- 
fires me to tell you, you'll never get well of 
it, if you hſten to old Maurepas' politics— 
It is quite bad enough to be obliged to liſten 
to His Majeſty. If you are diſengaged after 
the ons; will yau ſup * us ? 


DE CHARTRES. 


P. S. It is very good ar you to enquire for 
our little Valois—it was only a cold His 
mother would take him to the illumina- 
tions. 


UINCLOSED 
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TO THE 


DUKE OP CHARTRES. 


TovLon, On Board the Royal Louis, 
N September 14, 1778. 


Six, 


| by the variety of important concerns which 

demand your Grace's attention, I cannot 
be ſurpriſed, that ſo inferior a conſideration, 
as the intereſt of a private individual, ſhould 
eſcape your recollection. But permit me to 
remind your Grace, that, at a moment when 
the victory of the 27th of July is the theme 
of public applauſe, the honour of the na- 
tion is, in ſome degree, concerned, in re- 
warding my humble, though ſucceſsful coun- 
cils—Had it not been far my advice, the 
equipment of that fleet, which has gained 


you ſuch immortal honour, might have been 


F >» ©» wt 


Your Grace will recolle&, that it was my 
ſuggeſtion, and mine alone, to put copies of the 
order of the anchorage of Breſt aboard thoſevel- 
5 = 


(36) 
ſels which were taken by the Engliſh—T 
foreſaw they would be deceiyed, and alarmed 
The event exceeded my moft ſanguine ex- 
pectations— The Engliſh fleet ſteered home, 
and ours was equipped without moleſtation— 
I truſt your Grace will, by recommending 
me for promotion, give me occaſion to ft, 
as well as adviſe. | N 


1 have the honour to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
Your Grace's moſt obedient, 
And devoted ſervant, 


JEAN JACQUES GEO. LOUIS DE GASCONADE, | 
(Mipshiruax) 
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MONSIEUR DE SARTINE, &. 


= 


by Monday Evening, balf paſt Sir. 


X LA 81 Sartine, all our hopes about 
the riots are at an end whether it 
is, that violent paroxyſms are tranſient, or 


that the expence of illuminations have the 


ſame effect as bleeding in a fever, all this 
Keppeliſm has entirely ſubſided No more city 
dinners in honour of innocence; no more ſtones 
and candles; no more aldermen with blue cock- 
ades, or citizen's wives with Keppel garters !— 
He has refuſed the command, and his popularity 
fell with his flag. Thus has ended this ſtrange 
farce, in which the principal performer was at 
once ſucceſsful, and blamed—accuſed, and ap- 
plauded—acquitted of a crime, and adored— 
thanked by the Parliament, and forgot by the 
people—This was a promiſing ſcheme !—but 
ve mult ſet ſomeother engine at work, to create 


that national diſunion, which muſt always be 


our great reſource. « 
_  " Sincerely and faithfully your's, 
JJV 


P. S. This bad news has put me ſo out 
of ſpirits, that I muſt beg you to make my 
excuſes to Madame Sartine, for not ſupping 
with her to-night—If I can, I'II call in to- 
morrow, and eat my ſoup with vou. 
{GOPY 
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7 bo Pr of a bp 2 Paſyuinade, Found in he | 
Tullleries, probably aoritten by. the Marguis | 
de Louvois—I adviſed D Orvilliers to be 
b A eee Fray. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


a * H E two Admirals are boch FR poſitive 
1 ©. of their victory on the 25th of July, 


and every one elſe ſo doubtful whoſe it was, 
or whether there was any at all, that it has 


puzzled me not a little to ſatisfy all parties. 
The: Feſuit's double Creed has ſuggeſted the 
enly ſecure way. Thoſe, who are ſceptical 


about the Engliſh Gazettes, muſt read the 
following verſes to the end of each line, 


horizontally—Thoſe who think that Kep- 
pel beat D'Orvilliers, will read them by co- 
kumns. All I have to fay is, that I myſelf 

am ſo divided between the two contradic- 


Z = that, if I might adviſe, my verſes 


ſhould be read both _ | 
156 ˙V 
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| TWENTY-SEVENTH OF JULY 


1 0 ; ' | "FE F ; bx 7 . " $78 2 | 
GIVEN TO THE RIGHT OWNER, _.; | 

h | 

What doatards are they who ſay England did moſt, _ ” | 
Who think France won the day, have great reaſon to boaſt, 8 ' | 
In D'Orvillier's Gazette there's truth and plain ſenſe | 


| Lies and quibbles have met in all Keppel's defence. 
Such tricks who would play? to make off can't be fair 
If ene wins, why not ſtay, while the enemy's there: 
But the French ſail'd to Bret when the foe fled apace 
England's fleet being the beſt was as well not to chace. . 
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MONSIEUR DE SARTINE, &c. 
Friday Marning, Half pa Eleven. 
My pak EST Lovx, 


V 7H did you diſappoint me? I ſtaid 
at home the whole evening, and 


quite alone—How you would have ps, np 


at my remarks on the inclofed ! I aſſure you, 


it coſt me a great deal of eloquence to get a 


ſight of it—Angeligue was in ſuch ſpirits, all 
the morning, while ſhe was dreſſing me, 
that I ſuſpeed ſome great event; at laſt ſhe 
told me, the had good news from America: 


and here it is—You know there has been a 
long flirtation between Axgeligue and Mon- 


ſieur Marechall, the Marquis de la Fayette's 
valet de chambre—We have often laughed 
at the maſter—but pray, if this heroical Don 


Quixote amuſed you, may not you conde- 
ſcend to be diverted with his ſquire ? I ſhall 


expect you this evening—till then, my dear 
little Angel, think of your fond, faithful, 


% 
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(INCLOSED) 
0-6." 
MADAMOISELLE 
MADAMOISELLE ANGELIQUE, 


FEMME DU CHAMBRE, Se. Se. &c. Ke. 
TO MADAMOISELLE DU THE. 


PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 24, 1778. 


DivIxE Axo zT ICs, 


1 length, Cupid ſmiles—My maſter 
is tired of theſe ſfavages—-we ſhall 
return, and the faithful Marecball will lay 
his laurels at your feet Ah, my ſweet An- 
elique, how would your little heart have 
t, when we were going to fight -e, 
I ſay—for had the Marquis engaged, never 
ſhould the world have ſaid, his faithful Ma- 
rechall ſtood tamely by! No, no, if the Mar- 
15 had puniſhed Lord Carliſle, for ſpeaking 
| of Bit maſter—by God and his ſaints, 
Monſ. Antoine Storer ſhould have ſuffered for 
laughing at mine. But, could you believe 
it? After all my maſter's preparations for 
the _ this curſed Engluh poliron ba 
im 
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letter too, where be prays God to, bleſs and 


+ SO) 
bim an excuſe. What a ſhame it was !—O, 
Angelique, there'was ſuch a habit de combat 
for the occaſion - uperb Scarlet and gold 


olives, lined with American furs—Magni- 
ficent !—P.ed-heel pumps too, as fine as 


the wretches here could make - Ah! if the 


had met, certainly nothing could have been 


ſo glorious ?— 1 had rolled up the Mar- 


quis's hair for fix buckles at the ſide But 


alas! all that's paſt; and we are going 


home—fur my Lord Waſhington's Congreſs 
have given us our furlows, though, indeed, 

they re quite in deſpair at our leaving them. 
My maſter wrote them a letter yeſterday, to 
comfort them He was about it all day—I 
overheard theſe noble words“ The moment 

T heard of America, 1 loved her—The moment 
T knew fhe was fightmg, I burnt with a defire 


% bleed for her, and the moment I can ſerve 


her in any time, in any place, and in any hbaw, 
is the only moment worth exiſting for. Ah 
my dear Angelique, what a trio of moments 


However, there are two, or three other little 


moments you and I muſt have. This letter 
of my maſter's had a good effect My Lord 
Waſhington's Congreſs have behaved pretty 

well about it—they have written to the Dr. 
Ambaſſador, to buy a fine ſword, and make 
a preſent of it to my maſter=—There Ange- 
lique I—and Monſieur Laurens has ſent a 


protect 


| (-3p-) 
protect the Marquis What a ſword and what 
a bleſſing !—As for myſelf, 1 have got nei- 
ther—curſe them ! If they had given me a 
neat ſword, they might have kept the bleſ- 
ſing for themſelves—But, dear Angelique, 


love me, and 1 ſhall want neither ſword or 
bleſſing. | 


Eternally your Love, 


JEAN, JACQUES, CHARLES MARECHALI. 
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E88 
SECRET SERVICE MON Ex. 


| Livres. Soli. 
O Monſieur 


for ſuppreſſing a libel * | 

againſt her Majeſty | $ $0,008 

To do. for ſending hounds from England 20, oob 
To Monſieur Jacques for intelligence 20, ooo 


To do, for payments to Mr. Smith at Ply ) 
mouth, — Mr. — at Portſmouth, — The apo | 
thecary at Chatham, —Miſs at Dept- | 
ford, —Madam —— at Woolwich, —Meſſ. > 15,000 
— at Briſtol—Meflrs. ſhipbuilders at } / 
Limehouſe, Wapping, Blackwall, &c. &c. ) 


To an Alderman of London for the ſtate of } 
his corps in the militia, by the handsof Mr, 
Alderman Lee, D. if ever it reached 


James's Park, for the whole 


ate of the Eng- 
liſh ordnance | 


12,000 


To the widow and lovely babe of Mr. John 
the Painter 9 xg : "_ 


To the Reverend Mr. Jackſon, Editor of the 
Ledger, General Advertiſer, and London 208 
Packet.—N. B. Firſt recommended by my ( I 
good friend the Dutcheſs of Kingſton 


ils - 
® The Editor laments the imperfe& ſtate of this account, apa- 
rently the reſt of it would have been a ſubject of much curioſity. 
+ This fraction ariſes from paying up to the laſt numbers of ſaid 
Papers. 
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To the Honourable T. W. for important de- 
tails. ©. #27 = , 
—N. B. His Excellency Dr. Franklin & 80,000 
promiſes that Congreſs ſhall reimburſe us as 
foon as their affairs permit. 


Livres. 


To Monſieur Panchaud, for his loſſes as Bear, 

inſtead of Bull, in attempting to fink the 

Engliſh funds, when the news of St. Lucie, © 400,000 
D'Eftaing's blockade, Pondicherry, &c. ar- | 
rived ſo mal apropos wy | 


To do. for money advanced to T. W. for 7 as 
| » 


ferences in the ſame ſervice 
Tocaſh advanced to His Excellency Dr. Frank- 
n till the arrival of his tobacco fleet 1 
Fo his other Excellency. Silas Deane to pay 

for his tranſportation to America *} 2 — 
To his third Excellency 100, 000 


— 
— 


To Mr. Sayre Ambaſſador from America to . 
Pruſſia, as conſolation for his not being ( 30, ooo 
received | 


To illuminations at Pont-neuf, &c. by 10,000 


of Duc de Chartres 
Io divers poets for ſundry odes on the yy 5,000 


Victory, at ſix-pence per Stanza 


him to purchaſe the ſword, ordered by Con- 


To His Excellency Dr. Franklyn, to Gone 
1,000 
greſs for Marquis de la Fayette 


To 


— — — — 
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To le Due de la Vaugyon for negociating the 
Dutch loan * 
15 , 


To Beauma | 
An from the King Io, ooo 


rchais to pay for the two ſhips he 


To Gerard for private douceurs among mem- 
bers of Congreſs; ſnuff boxes with mh 


6 2, 6d 
King's picture for their wives and daugh- 


ters, a rouge box, filled with the rouge Her > 600,000 


Majeſty utes, . (twice as ſuperb as Fayette's | 
{word) for my Lady Waſhington, &c. 


6 


To my private ſecretary for himſelf, 
merely as a reward for his honeſty 


Carried over 5434, 2984 


10, oooo 


| wo. 500, ooo 


1 


To che one ARNOLD 


This 


This was worth decynherins IX jc nr beg e „% 11 „„ 
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HE Reader may poſſibly expect the 
letter on the Rockingham party, 
which the ſpy promiſed in one of his for- 


mer: dif: atches, but the Editor has found =” 


impoſſible to publiſhit. It is troe, there was 


one in the box upon this ſubject, but very 
much blotted and eraſed : as far as it could 
be made out, it appeared very ſevere on this 


Rockingharti party, as they are _called,—Pofe 
_ fibly Sartine might have thought that ſuch 
liſh, were of 
- courſe, the beſt friends of the F nch Miniſ- 
try, and accordingly effaced this ſatire a- 
gainſt his own intereſt, or, perhaps, politeneſs 


profeſſed enemies of the Eng 


conquered party; and the the ludicrous ac- 


count of the Shelburnites did not much offend 
him, he entirely diſapproved of ſerious per- 


ſonalities, upon any ſubject or occaſion.— 


However it was, he had blotted out ſome 
words, and left others remaining—for exam- 


ple, there ſeemed to have been (but it was 


ſcarcely intelligible) a N deal at firſt a bout 


ariſtocracy, and againſt the obſolete preten- 
ſions of ſome nobkmen, who think they are 


= | per- 
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imes, becauſe their relations were pfain, 
honeſt people 1aft century. — This was half 
robb'd out, but near it, Bereditary virtue was 
very legible. There was a queſtion, why 


% 


| parent qualified for Miniſters in theſe 


the deſcendants of Dutch families, ſhould pre- 
tend to lead his preſent Majeſty, merely be- 


cauſe their anceſtors were King William's 


followers; or why George the Third ſhould 


prefer two or three Dukes now a days, be- 
cauſe Charles the Second was fond of their 


great grand-mothers.— This too had the pen 


drawn acroſs it; and over it, Sartine had writ- 
ten in capital letters r ARCH, oLDwWUiIGS. 


Cloſe to the names of Grenville and Burke, 
I could juſt make out lamp act and declaratory 


{aw, and a word or two about inconſiſtency 


and party; but theſe were followed by a2 


long ſtring of compliments on wiſdom and 
eloquence. There ſeemed to be a kind of 
allegory about this party ; it was called an 


hoſpital for invalid Admirals and Generals; 


a parliamentary Chelſea tor wounded honour, 
and decayed reputation : Sartine had blotted 
this too, by way of keeping up a light and 


hade, in this mutilated manutcript, for the 


character which followed, were youthful 
indiſcretion, and Newmarket were the only 
words eraſed in whole pages of panegyric. 


By 


- . —— — — — 
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By way of poſtſcript, the ſpy had given 2 
liſt of thoſe who were always to be admitted 


to Lord Rockingham's levee ; this it ſeems 


his wife had — by viſiting Lady Rock- 
r s femme de chambre, who had got 


a copy from the Marquis's porter; it was 


torn, but, on the fragments, I ſaw Mr. 


Burke, Mr. Nollikins, Mr. Charles Turner, 


the Duke of Grafton, Jack Lee, Jack Ryder, 


Sir George Howard, and, at the corner, 


Captain Walfingham, with a quere as to the 


5 Calonci. 


TO 


8 ES. "= * * - I 
' 
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MONSIEUR DE = SARTINE. 


THAT a letter is this -which I incloſe 
you ! I have ſhewn it to the Kin 


He trembles, and my nerves, I confeſs, are 


not equal to the conflict. Something muſt 
be done, and immediately. Why hasn't La 


Motbe Picguet ſailed?— The American con- 
tinent is open to us.— As to De Graſſe, take 


care that buſineſs does not turn out bad for 
us.— All hopes for D' Eſtaign are gone. — The 
family compact is no compact at all.— Would 
to Heayen I could retife to my Chateau, and 


there rejoice in the general peace of Europe. 


Don't you think, however, we can ſtrike 
2 blow this ſummer ? If not, Neckar' s advice 


muſt be followed, 


Yours "Ig 
DE MAURE PAS. 


P. S. I have written to my friend at London, 


to know where Admiral Ar buthnot is going, 


and whether Sir E. 8 is to cell at Gorce 
or not. 


T O 


. 
ü 10 THE | 
COUNT-.DE MAUREPAS, 


Drar Sin, | x 1 
OUR affection for the King, our maſter, 


your diſintereſted love of your country, 
and the real deſire which I know you poſſeſs 
for the reſtoration of peace, and the conſe- 
quent relief to the miſeries of our fellow ſub- 
jects, whoſe preſent calamities are almoſt too 
great for even ſpirits and furtitude like theirs 

to reſiſt Call upon me to repreſent to you, 

as ſhortly as poſſible, the real ſituation of this 
country, with reſpect to its prefent trade, re- 
venue and expences, and. what will ſhortly be 
its unhappy ſtate, in caſe the preſent war con- 
tinues between France and England. —You will 
impute my zeal upon this occaſion, as, I truſt, 
you will upon every other, to that difintereſt- 
edneſs which I hope is the characteriſtic of all 
my actions, and dome that juſtice with His 
Majeſty, which I truſt my conduct deſerves to 
receive from you. — Vou are well aware, my 
dear Sir, of the general complaints of all our 
merchants and traders.— Many are ruined by 
the ſucceſs of the Engliſh cruiz-rs.—We are 
too impoveriſhed to relieve them out of our 
revenue.—Thofe who are not yet bankrupts 
4 


— 4 | | expect | 


: 6:4 
expect ſoon. ta be ſo; for our Weſt. India 
iflands which are not taken, are blocked up; 
our India trade is annhilated by the capture 
of Pondicherryʒ Goree 18 probably by this 
time in the hands of the Engliſh; our 
African traders already tremble for their 
property ; and after all, in caſe our merchan- 
dize does arrive in the channel, we have. 
no fleet there to protect it, and it falls into the 
hands of the Engliſh. . So much with reſ⸗ 
pect to the 3 5 of France. Our revenue, 
you well know in time of peace, is not equal 
to our expence —In 1769 the expences ex- 
ceeded the revenue by 20 millions.— In 1770 
they amounted to 70 millions, when L Abbe 
3 made the great reductions, but not- 
| 1 in 1774, the expences ſtill ex- 

eeded the revenue more than 17 millions 
ihe whole of our revenue, ineluding the pro- 
duce of the juppreſñon des privileges dans leu 
kouvances de Roi, and the late appropriation of 
ſome abbeys, does not amount to more than 
380 millions. -Of this, /2 Ferme generate 
pays 160 millions, but which will inevitably 
tall ſhort this year. Wy yino8! 
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Mili ons, 
Les dipenſes FRET'Y viageres et les intirits gue 


| Rei paye montent a 8 plus de — I 39 | 


L depenſe de tous les departments, y Com. 
pris la maiſon du Roi, tunt civile que militaire, 5 | 
& les appanages des Princes, eft de plus de ' 200——_ 


Exchuſtvement des depenſes extraordinaires 


de la Marine pour Pannit derniere qui mon- 


BN dun Emprint fait fanno dimitre. 40 
399— 


Thus it appears, that we are the firſt year 
of a war burthened with an exceſs in our 
expence of 3o millions of livres. 

Here is, my dear friend, a ſhort ſtate of 
our finances; and though we borrowed 
only forty millions laſt year, (in order to 
impreſs. our enemies with an idea, that we 
are leſs in want of money than themſelves, 
and that our fellow- ſubjects might not too 
early exclaim againſt a war, from freſh 
burthens laid upon them, before it was 
ſcarcely commenced) we muſt borrow in- 
menſely and immediately, if we mean to con- 
tinue it. Our provincial ſtates, particularly 
of Brittany and Languedoc, are affe ctionate 


to us in their loans of money; but, in truth, 
theſe 


<4) 


theſe reliefs are drops of afliſtance in a ſea of 
diſtreſs !---Notwithſtanding all my care and 
attention, I have the greateſt difficulty in 
keeping the expences of the Ponts and 2 
fees I Artillerie, Marechauſſee, les Etappes, - tes 
Intendants, et les Penſſons PARTICULIERES, 
within their uſual accounts---In proportion 
to the general diſtreſs of a country, my good 
Friend, each individual becomes more em- 
barraſſed and more tenatious of his claim 
to what the ſtate is indebted to him. 

The expences of our fleet laſt year were 
enormous, without any advantages from it. 
The repairs of it, in conſequence of the ac- 
tion of the-27th of July, 1 underſtand, will 
be equal to half the original coſt of it--= 
Could we ſend out this ſummer, ſhips for a 
channel ſquadron, we could not man them 
The Engliſh have in their gaols the ſeamen 
we expected to obtain from the arrival of our 
fleets---In a word, Spain will not join us--= 
the Americans are ruined---we cannot lend 
them money, nor ſend them any aſſiſtance- 
our trade is ruined---we are upon the eve 
of another national bankruptcy, and it 1s 
only an immediate peace that can fave this 
country. | 

Leave thoſe raſcals, the Americans, ad 
thift for themſelves, | 


NECKAR, 
7 


MONSIEUR DE SARTINE. 


March 28th. 
DEAR SARTINE, 


1 cannot contain my rage till my ſecretary 
comes home, or truſt my reſentment 
to the tameneſs of tranſlation-— I have been 
affronted---I, the Ambaſſador Plenipotenti- 
ary of the United Free States of America, 
have lived to ſee the day, when I muſt en- 
dure the contempt of the wretched envoys 
of every paltry principality. In ſhort, all 
the ambaſſadors refuſe to rank with me- 
Doria Pamphili, the Pope's nuncio, calls me 
a quaker---Count D'Aranda ſays, His Ca- 
tholic Majeſty loves South America too well, 
to encourage rebel colonĩes - Chevalier Zeno 
ſays, the Venetians hate any thing but a 
nominal republic---Monfieur 4 Eſtevenon de 
Ber kenroode tells me his ſtates quarrelled for 
religion, not taxes- Prince Bariantinſei loves 
the Engliſh, and his miſtreſs, the Empreſs 
of Ruſſia, deſires him to inſult me- - Baron 
Goltz refers me to Mr. Sayre-— All this I 
could bear - but to ſee Count Sickingen, 

. Baron 


„ 

Baron Grimm, Baron Thun, and Monſieur 
Wolf, give themſelves airs, drives me 
to madneſs---In ſhort, Sir, I am inſulted in 
all the languages of Europe---My religion is 
ſatyriſed in Italian---my politics in Spaniſh 


and Dutch---b hear Waſhington ridiculed in 


Ruſſian, and myſelf in all the jargon of 
Germany---I cannot bear it---Make Europe 
civil to America, or I'1l follow Silas Deane, 


Your's, 


* KRANKLIN, 


({527)) 


Ancien Hotel de Lautrec, 
„% =. 


1 * 


: My DEAR SARTIN E, 


Hear ſome of our Virginia ſhips are ar- 
rived---I] ſuppoſe you have ſettled the 
year's account with Franklin. Do jet your 
ſecretary make it out for me. 


VERGENNES. 


IT appears the following was the beginning of 
 vartine's anſwer to Vergennes---Only ones 
eet of the account was in the box, but 

it's ſomething to have ſaved even that from 

the flames. 


FS OS £ 


PAR VERGENNES, g 


JNCLOSED you have. our account with 
bis Excellency the trading Ambaſlador-+-, 
Read and burn it, for it neyer muſt be known, 
what merchants you and I have been. 
_. Certainly we two could write notes on the 
Nobleſſe Commer ante. yet, don't we deſerve 
ſome conſolation for all our toils? For my 
own part, Jam weary of ſuch complicated 
intrigues. Perpetual hypocriſy is a fatiguing 
buſineſs---I am tired of wearing the Cour- 
tier's maſque ſo conſtantly---It will refreſh, 
me to drop it for a moment, with my friend. 
Alas! Vergennes, why did we ever. liſten 
to this Beaumarchais? His wild ſpecula- 
tions involved us with theſe curied Ameri- 
cans; they got in debt with us, and it be- 
came ' necelſary, at any rate, to plunge France 
in a war, to give us a chance of getting paid-- 
What obſtacles did we meet for a long time, 
to all our attempts! The King, fond of 
+ pleaſure 
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pleaſure and caſe, wiſhed to enjoy both him- 
ſelf, and to communicate both to his ſubjects. 
On his acceſſion, he found the nation ex- 
hauſted by a long ruinous war--Bankrupts in 
honour as well as property---the public ſpi- 
rit broken, and the public credit deſtroyed--- 
Yet, under ſuch a ſovereign, guided by the 
rn and experience of Maurepas, France 
might once more have recovered from her 
wounds, while the rich products of the 
Eaſt and Weſt India trades, eſtabliſhed by 
Colbert as our beſt reſources, flowed into 
all her harbours, diſpenſing wealth and in- 
duſtry, from the prince to the peaſant. What 
art did it require, to perſuade His Ma- 
jeſty to forego ſuch certain happineſs, for 
the wild ſpeculation of an American al- 
liance !--- At length, the Enpliſh army piled 
uþ their arms at Saratoga, and ambition could 
no longer reſiſt the temptation--Still, however, 
Neckar doubted- - But arithmetic yielded 
to flattery- The Queen loved to controul- 
we promiſed to ſupport her, and ſhe managed 
His Majeſty-- But what have all theſe ma- 
chinations produced? Pondicherry and St. 
Lucie are loſt or, in other words, the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies ; for we have no force in the 
one, and D'Eſtaign is blocked up in the o- 
ther---We have remonſtrances from bank- 
rupts at Bourdeanx---petitions from wooden 
legged Captains, or their wooden-ſhoed wi- 

| dows- 
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dows---the firſt you can manage---but Monts 
barry is tired of the others. The young of- 
- ficers, who at firſt talked of nothing but 
exalting the fleur de lis, and treading down the 
Engliſh lion, get tired of this buſineſs- They 

want to come to Paris---they want to come 
to the Opera, to the Queen's ball, to their 
miſtreſſes, tothe horſe races; tobe any wherein 
ſhort, but at country quarters--The King teazes 
me for viQories---The Queen ſays, the Doc- 
tor's ſpectacles muſt be mended---Maurepas 
ſhakes his head---Neckar calculates, and 
frowns--- The Spaniſh Ambaſſador lays no- 
thing---Above all, 
* „* * „ W -r Spd 
„% ͤ 7 ] u, © One 


(This is the precious leaf ſaved from the 
flames—Ex pany Herculem) | | 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT OF PROFITS AND LOSS 


' . 


OF THE FIRM or 


Meſf. SARTINE, VERGENNES, and His Ex. Dr. FRANKLIN 


COPARTNERS, 


| : 5 Livres. 

Brought up 2,700,000 
Gain. x 

$hare of prize by the 

- Sturdy Beggar, E. 
phraim Adams Cap. 60,000 

Gonfignments--<tobac- | 
co, by the Oliver. 
Cromwell, ſack Lee 


Commander 125,000 
Pitch and Tar, by the 
Taboo Brothers, So- 
lomon Howe Maſ- 
ter $0,000 


Shares of rice from the 
Carolinas, per the 
True Briton, Cap- 
tain Sabot; per the 

Lively, Ebenezer 
Darby; per the 
Sprightly, Caleb Cu- 
ming; per the My) 


Ladi Waſhington, 


Moſes Haneock 400, oco 


—̃ — — 


Carry ever 3,945, oo 


ns 


; | Livres. 
Brought up 957,000 
Loss. 
Third of cargo con- 
ſigned to Boſton, by 
the Invincible, taken 
by the Lizard cutter 40,0000 


Share of gunpowder 
in the Ocean, taken 
by the Thames 20,000 
Seven-eighths of dry 
goods in the Vul- 
can, drove aſhore 
by the Venus, 50,000 
Five-ſixteenths of furs 
in the Otter, ſunk 


by the Beaver 23,000 


Cargo of matches, 


ſaltpetre and ſul- 
phur, in the General 
Lee, taken by the 
I Hazard 39,090 
Proteſted bills return- 
ed by the Land 


Promiſe, 100,000 


1,117,000 


Carry over 


SKETCH 


„or THE 
SUMMER CAMPAIGN, 


— ERSEY---a coup. de e mi- 

litia will certainly run away---the 
Governor not come, till the whole buſineſs 
is over---This can't fail of ſucceſs---What a 
fine Gazette it will make for our friends i in 
American Jerſe ey / 


—— —Invaſion of Ireland---people, moſtly 
papiſts; but unluckily for us, as well off now 
as the proteſtants--- However our friends in 
the oppoſition promiſe, ſome how or other, 
to make them \rebel---One of them has en- 
paged to ſet their prieſts to work, particu- 
larly Father---— The Iriſh ſhould be taught 
to compare themſiclves to the Americans---a | 
Congreis might be held in Dublin, vir Eg- 
ward Newnbam Prefident---We muſt write 
to arder two or three harrangues in the Eng- 

I liſh 


( $8 Y 
liſh Parliament, to fpirit up the Iriſh army to 
mutiny- -I wiſh we could make our own 
people forget Thurot's name---The worſt of 
all is, the Iriſh are a nation of blunderers; 
and, though they ſhould even invite us to 
Join them, it is more than probable, they'd 
miſtake us for enemies, as ſoon as we got 
there; and with the ſame blundering folly, 
prefer the ſafety and honour of England, to the 
unambitious diſintereſted friendſhip of France. 


In the courſe of the ſummer, a de- 
ſcent on Southampton and Brighthelmſtone, 
in the bathing ſeaſon, may give us ſome eclat, 
and it will keep up the ſpirits of our young 
officers, to ſtorm the ball rooms, or enter 
the bathing houſes, ſword in hand. 


As to a grand fleet, the merchants will 
murmur, if we don't make ſome parade about 
their intereſts ; though all the miſchief is done 
already; for the Engliſh privateers have 
ſeized above twelve millions Sterling of their 
property--- Beſides, even if we ean man a 
grand Fleet, D'Orvilliers diſdains to ſtay in 
the Engliſh Channel. After his victory, as 
he called it, laſt ſummer, he thought even 
the Atlantic too narrow for his own glory, os 
his ſovereign's ambition. Yet all the bufmneſs 
is done in this Exgh/h Channel, as thoſe 1f- 
landers have the inſolence to call it. 


—— We 


„„Er 


8 


by night.-Lord Cornwallis will be as tedious 
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; ER, muſt garriſon our coaſt towns very 

carefully---for, as ſoon as Jerſey is taken, 
the Englich will try to retaliate---not that 
they are very fond of coming too near our 
coaſt ; but ſtill we muſt take care, for no- 
thing could make us ſo ridiculous in the eyes 
of all Europe, as a ſhip or two of theirs com- 


ing under our forts, to burn and ſeize our 


men of war and our merchant ſhips. 


If D' Eftaign beats Byron, we'll. ſend for 


him home, to burn Portfmouth—for no 


one but D'Eſtaign is worthy to finiſh what 


John the Painter began. 


We are very mah puzzled ak 9 to 
attack, Dover Caſtle is impregnable; Tuffne/l 
commands there !--- Scilly wou'd be a deſpe- 
rate buſineſs ; Egerton is prepared for us l- 


Tilbury, indeed wou'd be caſy enough, if we 


cou'd once get there -- Many are for attack- 
ing The Cinque Ports, becauſe Lord North is 
governor !---They ſay he has a trick of fal- 
ling aſleep on his poſt---It's true enough he 
does ſleep: but, I'm afraid, like the lion, to 
cruſh his enemies when he awakes.--Fort Wil- 
Ham we can eaſily reduce---for our old enemy - 


Mr. Rigby ſays, Governor Burgoyne can only 
fight for the Congreſs now.---The Tower 


wou'd be beſt of all, if we cou'd fail up there 


and 


| 
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and circuitous in anſwerin g General Howe's en- 


9 1 5 as the General was in getting to Phila- 


1 673 ſo he'll have no time to think of us--- 
and if we once take the Tower, it will be 
particularly pleaſant to ranſack ihe armory, 
where this proud people have preſerved ſo 
many ſpoils of their former glory, and our un- 


accountable defeats, —So much for Europe 

=--2S to America —— . mA 
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Moor of a treaty of friend, * 
commerce, between re of oi 25 
Majeſty and the United States of South Ame- 
rica. — To be. ratified as ſoon as they. rebel 
againſt Spain, which we have reaſon to hope 
will take place in two or three years. 2 
1. In the name of the holy and undivided 
trinity, * his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty will 
receive an embaſſy, compoſed of a alldanded 
jeſuit, and philoſophical doctors, from Para- 
ay, Chili, and Peru; at the ſame time, Le 
eur Conrade Alexander Gerard (Who will by 
that time, have experience in this kind of bu- 
ſineſs) ſhall be named, and conſtituted Envoy 
© Plenipotentiary” to all thoſe States of South 
America, in general, which adopt the exam= 
ple of protected rebellion ; and, in particular, 
D Eon Chargee des Affaires to the cs Y 
Amazons, | 


G We follow the words of the North RIPE —_ 
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pyratical, ſmugg 


2. His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty will graci- 
euſly ſend them all kinds of arms to deſtroy 
the Spaniards, and for every pound of powder 
he will only ſtipulate for an ounce of Sold 
_— 
3. His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty will. ſend 
a fleet to convoy the canoes of the United States 


-to all ports of the known world ; but not 


under the command of D'FEflaign, even if he 
ſhould come home alive : this command being 
reſerved for Monſieur Bou n who will 
rug ſoon be forgot by the "or, in thoſe 
a 
His Moſt Chriſtian. Majeſty. ah co em- 
* bis good offices, and interference”, in favour 
of the people of Paraguay, the Chileſe, and 
Peruvians, * with the King, or Emperor of 
Morocco, the Regencies of Algiers, Tunis, 
&« and J. ripoly,” and all other the princes, 
kings, and emperors of Africa ; and more- 
over with the ufd of Japan, and all the 
ing princes in that quarter 
of the globe. 
2 Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty i is fo fond 
of br that he will require no return for 
theſe favours, except that his ſubjects may 
have full liberty to fiſh in South America, 
beeauſe they love to fiſh in troubled waters. 


: HER 


. 


(wu) 


- * = 
RY - FP 1 . & — — 91 &®. » > „ 
2 V. "F< 5 A 7: * g N — 3 - 
» 
\ * 0 


7 


my * 
88 : ' CEC JP "a 4 | q ; ö * 2 Tr: > 3 + E it; * 
4 . 1 1 , » * 4 S z 3 1 * i & #4 2 1 4 » 4 jo * 
H E R # q M A 4 E 8 * * 25 « N 4 » Y * . 
F «a + * * 2 4 * 1 - % v - % 3 9 
< 55 2 + . * 
Ta * 4 ! «> a 8 3 c a = s t 


—— F ( * T F 1 * 


F ETON 
Wye” © 4 IE; : JS» 
[ , . * c 6 4 l 


INCLOSING MAUREPA's any. NECKAR's | 


a oy 
' * 


Jn Have ſtodied very atratively 1 5 letter 


you ſent me. That Maurepas and Nec- 
kar "hould hold ſuch language does not in the 
leaſt ſurprize me, but that you ſhould ſeem 
affected by their apprehenſions, is a point I 
cannot account for. —The King, you FP ap- 
pears to be out of ſpirits with the war.— 
grant it; and am rather pleaſed that he is 
ſo; for it will incline him ſtill leſs to inter- 
fere in the management of it. Had the com- 
mencement of it been marked with any very 
encouraging circumſtances, it is probable, he 
might have become more alert and inquiſitive 
in the bnſineſs, that would have ſuited either 
my ambition or your intereſt, No, Sartine ! 
let us once eſtabliſh our party by whatever 


means 
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( 64 } 
meatis in the management of this war, and 
doubt not but we ſhall ſoon have victories 
and triumphs to compenſate for a little preſent 
diſgrace. —Aſk Vergennes whether he does 
not think as I do on this ſubje&t.—Or ſhould 
we even be forced to abandon our ſyſtem, we 
may at all times negotiate with equal advan- 
tage: nay, the Duke de MNivernois aſſerts 
(and, I think, he is juſtified in it) that the 
more unſuceeſsful the war is on our part, the 
more ſecure we ſhall be of an advantageous 
peace. The Engliſh, from a fooliſh affectation 
of magnanimity, acquire humility from tri- 
umphs; ſo that the more victories they gain, 
the fewer conceſſions they require.— They 


will never beat us out of our ability to con- 


quer them 1 in treaties. x ' 


So far for your ſtateſmen's timid. and de- 
ſpondingarguments.—But to the letter, which 
you incloſe me from the officious Biſhop of 
I ſcarcely think a reply can be K. 
ſary. He begins with expreſſions of the 
higheſt admitation at the ſpirit and genius 
which he affects to diſcover in me, and which 
he pronounces to be ſo extraordinary from 
my youth and ſex.---He inſtances in a very 
flattering ſtyle, the glorious effects of female 
enterprize and ability, from Aſſyrian Semira- 
mis to Ruſſian Catherine; and then delibe- 
rately enters upon a formal panegyric on the 

ſuperior 


Ty. 


ſaperior virtue and beauty of N dignity 
and domeſtic felicity : a ſituation, which, 
with more zeal than argument, he aſſerts, 
will yield the trueſt fame to a wedded Prin- 
ceſs: and with a provoking confidence, reſts 
his proofs on the fingle inſtance of Charlotte 
. England. 


ell the good biſhop I have no objeftion 
to bis ſtyle, nor to bis introduction: but I 
had rather have him for my hiſtorian than 
my counſellor. Aſſure him, however, that 
1 very thankfully accept all his compliments 3 
d reject nothing but his doctrine. 


Were I aden to debate the point with 
him, as a pe of argument only, inex- 
perienced as I am, I ſhould not doubt but 
that the better reaſons would appear on my 
fide, It is ſcarcely poſſible for a woman, 
whom Fate has deſtined ta partake a throne, 
to be capable, much leſs defirous, of deriving 
her happinels from the. tranquil duties and 
frivolous enjoyments, which ſuit the ſphere 
and conſtitute the habits of thoſe in a leſs 
exalted ſtate. From her infancy, her deſires 
and expectations are moulded on a different 
biaſs---her cradle is watched with more jea- 
louſy than affection, and her maturer age is 
looked forward to, not with the fond antici- 


cipation of parental love, but with the inte- 
reſted 
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( 66 ) 
reſted impatience of political ſpeculation.--- 
The cultivation of her mind, is on princi- 
ples which oppoſe the growth of every tender 
plant which the hand of Nature has placed 
there---the ſeedlings of gentle affection and 
ſympathetic fondneſs, are torn out as weeds. 
She muſt accuſtom herſelf to be without 
choice in the moſt important interefts of life 
-- ſhe muſt not think of love--nor can imagine 
the being loved---She has no inducements to 
form attachments of friendſhip, in a country, 
ſhe will be compelled to leave; nor can her filial 
affection be great, when ſhe conſiders that her 
bappineſs is but a ſecondary object to her parents. 
At length, the State requires its ſacrifice of 
her, and ſhe is wedded without choice--- 
From that moment, obferve the curious juſ- 
tice that is exacted from her: ** You are 
now to attach your mind to domeſtic de- 
lights---You are now to cultivate affection 
and ſocial love---Avoid all interference in 
matters of ſtate—private virtues and ac- 
** .compliſhments are a Queen's beſt orna- 
ments ; nothing beyond is amiable 3 no- 
thing engaging. '——lIn this manner, I 
remember, did my great aunt — har- 
rangue me, on my leaving Vienna; and the 
good biſhop appears to be a teacher of the 
lame perſuaſion, But, is there ſenſe or rea- 
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fon, in ſuppoling that the conſtitution of the 


mou can at once be * entirely changed ? 
Can 


1 F 

Can it inſtantly repoſſeſs itſelf of thoſe feel- 
ings and inclinations, which every attempt 
had been made to eradicate?- When in earlieſt 


ſpring, you have killed the root, will you 
Call for the luxuriance of a Summer's ſhade ? 
In all other ſituations of life, the force of ha- 


bit and education is admitted No perſon in 
Paris marrying a girl, who, from her infancy, 
has been bred at St. Cyr, expects to find 
at once the manners and principles of a fi- 
niſhed. precieuſe; as reaſonably might the 
beau at Pekin require, that the maid, who, 


to attain one ſpecies of beauty, has been 


cramped and crippled from her cradle, ſhould 
dance at her marriage, with the activity of a 
Chineſe Heinel From thoſe only who are 
born to royalty, are ſuch inconſiſtencies re- 


quired We are readily ſuffered to conſider 
ourſelves as creatures of a political relation 


and importance, till it is the intereſt of the 


ſtate to portion us into exile—But is the 


Queen to be ſtill more inſignificant than the 
Princeſs? Is the policy of her marriage the 
only ſtate buſineſs the is capable of under- 
ſtanding? Was the zegoctation for her affec- 


tion the laſt the is to be conſulted in? Is 


ſhe to be related to the empire on whoſe 


| throne ſhe fits, only by the alliance ſhe has 


given it? And, in ſhort, to be made uſe of 
in the grand political engine, as the pivot on 
which nations are united and brought into 

co-ope- 
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co-operation, yet in the working of it, to be 
denied the credit of being a part of the ma- 
chine? I wiſh thoſe, who are ſo deſirous of 
ſeeing ſuch a prodigy of domeſtie majeſty, 
would alſo draw out the plan on which ſo 
amiable a ſcheme is to be carried into execu- 


tion—I confeſs myſelf, that I have no very 


accurate ideas of a Paris Penelope—Perhaps, 
to give the true dignity to ſuch a ſtate, they 
would have the whole buſineſs of domeſtic 
felicity and conjugal tenderneſs, between a 
royal Pair, conducted with the ſame cere- 
mony with which the alliance commenced. 
And, really, it would be an injuſtice, that 
they, whole obedient affections were won by 
proxy and embaſſies, ſhould be put to the 
fatigue of ſupporting the tender connection 
without ſimilar inte: ferences. Orr this plan, 
a due dignity might ſtil] be de red t 
form of emanding an audience ſhould precede 
each familiar vꝗ⁴¹⁴t; and no private conference 
ſhonld ever degenerate into a téte a t&e— 
Billet dux embaſſies might be frequent, 
through which the ſoft intercourſe of ſighs 
and compliments might be carried on with a 


fuitable decorum---Exclufiue treaties, with 


regard to {miles and the doux yeux, would 
be adjuſted by a pacte de famille ; and, though 
no appearance of favouritiſm ſhould exiſt, 
yet the ſovereign might be permitted to iI 
hands, en being — an heir--- 

It 


Qt 6g) 
ſtancy of either to be guarranteed. However, 


on the abſence of the monarch, he might 


appoint a reſident, with limited powers, or 
to act only as Charge des affaires 

Excuſe my writing with ſuch levity ; but 
there is a ridicule in the injuſtice of all argu- 
ments againſt the privileges of our ſex, of 
whatever rank, which makes it impoſſible to 
anſwer them wich ſeriouſneſs, 


---In ſhort, I have conſidered what pur- 
fuits are beſt calculated to give ſatisfaction to 
my own mind. - feel no real delight in the 
elegant difſipations of a court, though I affect 
to lead them, The admiration I receive is 


too much chaſtized by reſpect to ſituation, to 


flatter mere female vanity; the gratifying 
which is the only true inducement to be grace- 
ful or amiable.-------To deter me from the 
purivit of politics, or a deſire of governing, 
let ſuch dull moraliſts as the Biſhop quote the 


Salic law, and all the common place inferen- 


ces which ungallant policy has drawn from 
it.---On a true female ſpirit it muſt act rather 
as an inducement.---It would be impious in 


any. of us to pretend that the Original Inter- 


diction would have operated otherwiſe on our 
| * minds 
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minds than it 15 on our firſt parents: and had 
Eve partaken of a throne in a country like 
France, the mere provocation of the Salic Law 
would have prevented her knowing reſt till ſhe 
had acquired a ſhare in the * | 
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MONSIEUR DE "'SARTIN E. 
Friday "0 balf hr 6 ten. 


My DranresT 6 
* O U will. certainly rob the world of 


your life, and of courſe of mine, if you 
continue to ſtudy politics at night as well as 
day; at leaſt, I ſhall be jealous of the Queen 
or Madam Sartine : I have made a pleaſant 
little party, for to-morrow night at my villa. 
The Duke of Chartres and Count D'Artois 
have promiſed me to come, and I have juſt 
| ſent to invite Prince Naſſau, and Marquis de 
Genlis.- -The beautiful D'Ervieux, Madam- 
moiſelle Michelot, and a world of wit and 
beauty. ---They are to be with me at twelve 
but can't you contrive to come a quarter of 


an hour | before ?---Don't e me 
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